The United Methodist Church
12 Commerce Street
Clinton, CT

November 30, 2025
Baptism of Weston Evangelos Pendleton



WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
*Please stand in body, and/or spirit

Prelude

Welcome, Acknowledgements of first-time visitors and announcements

Words to Ponder: “We don't like waiting, but that’s when God does some of His
best work on our souls.” ~ Charles R. Swindoll

Introit Chancel Choir

*Call to Worship (Lighting of the Advent Candle): Deb Anderson
Leader: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the future when God’s
reign will be fully realized and recognized throughout creation. When that time
comes, God “shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more”
(Isaiah 2:4).

All: Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of God’s reign has
come and is coming among us.

Leader: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise to follow the Light as
we answer God’s call to transform our hope into reality today and in the days to
come.

Light the first candle of the Advent wreath.

*QOpening Hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” No. 196

Opening Prayer (Unison)

Everlasting God, we begin our journey toward Christmas with hope stirring
within. Teach us how to get ready. Show how to prepare our hearts for Jesus.
Help us walk in your ways, as we put on your Son, Jesus Christ. Guide us on
your paths of peace and understanding, as we prepare our hearts anew for the
road ahead. Amen.

Prayer of Yearning

Holy One, we want to know your plan. We want to know when and how things
will happen. You have shown us your ways and taught us to walk in the paths
of peace. Teach us to trust your never-ending care, for our future is in your
hands. Help us cast aside our holiday worries and live with Advent joy! Amen.

Time of silent prayer



Words of Assurance
God offers us peace and security. God goes with us on our journey. Amen.

1%t Scripture Reading (Old Testament) Isaiah 2:1-5

Leader: This is the Word of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem Chancel Choir

Children’s moment Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor
(Children go to Junior Church)

*2" Scripture Reading (Gospel Lesson) Matthew 24:36-44
Leader: This is the Word of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn “l Want to Walk as A Child of the Light” No. 206

Sermon “While We Wait - Be Hopeful” Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

‘Weston Evangelos Pendleton




INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we are
initiated into Christ’s holy Church. We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts
of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God’s
gift, offered to us without price.

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATE

A representative of the congregation presents the candidate:

[ present Weston Evangelos Pendleton for baptism.

Pastor Rhonda addresses parents and sponsors (Godparents):

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you, do you renounce the spiritual forces
of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?
I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?
I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace,
and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church, which Christ
has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

I do.

Will you nurture Weston in Christ’s holy Church, that by your teaching and
example he may be guided to accept God’s grace for himself, to profess his faith
openly, and to lead a Christian life?

I will.

Pastor Rhonda addresses the congregation and the congregation responds:

Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your
commitment to Christ?
We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include Weston
now before you in your care?

With God’s help, we will proclaim the good news and live according to the
example of Christ. We will surround Weston with a community of love and
forgiveness that he may grow in his trust of God, and be found faithful in



his service to others. We will pray for him, that he may be a true disciple
who walk in the way that leads to life.

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, [who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.]

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray - Eternal Father: When nothing existed but chaos, you wept across
the dark waters and brought forth light. In the days of Noah, you saved those
on the ark through water. After the flood, you set in the clouds a rainbow. When
you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the
sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land, which you
promised.

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God’s mercy each day.

In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He
was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. He called his disciples to
share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all
nations.

Declare Christ’s works to the nations, his glory among all the
people.



Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and on Weston who will
receive it, to wash away his sin and clothe him in righteousness throughout his
life, that, dying and being raised with Christ, he may share in his final victory.

All praise to you, Eternal God, through your Son Jesus Christ, who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns forever. Amen.

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS

Weston Evangelos Pendleton, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Pastor Rhonda place hands on the head of Weston and says:

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit,
you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen.

When Weston has been baptized, Pastor Rhonda invites the congregation to
welcome him:

Now it is our joy to welcome our new brother Weston in Christ.

Through baptism Weston, you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into
God’s new creation and made to share in Christ’s royal priesthood. We
are all one in Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you as
a member of the family of Christ.

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME

Members of the household of God, | commend Weston Evangelos Pendleton
to your love and care. Do all in your power to increase his faith, confirm his
hope, and perfect him in love.

The congregation responds:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you
in Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and
in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our
covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church by our
prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service, that in everything God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.



Pastor Rhonda addresses Weston:

The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you
and strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit that you may live in grace
and peace. AMEN.

Offertory
*Doxology #95

*Prayer of Dedication (Unison)
God of all goodness, as we walk in the light of your love, we are blessed by the
abundance of your gifts. You give us the beauty of nature, food to nourish our
bodies, and communities to love and support us. Out of our abundance, we
bring our gifts to you. May these gifts increase peace in our community and
throughout the world. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
(Sharing of Joys and Concerns)

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Closing Hymn “Soon and Very Soon” No. 706

Benediction
May peace be within your walls. May security bless your homes. And may serenity
reside in your hearts. Go to walk in the light of the Lord!

*Response “Bless Us Now” Frank Milnes
Bless us now as we depart, Watch o’er us, God, while we’re apart; Give strength to
conquer daily strain, and bring us to Thy house again. Amen

Postlude

~ Flowers this week are from Deb and Alan Anderson in honor of Weston Evangelos Pendleton.
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Q7  Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.
[Proverbs 22:6]



SUNDAY, NOV 30 (Baptism and First Sunday of Advent)
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

11:00 Fellowship
TUESDAY, DEC 2

7:00 Bible Study Online
WEDNESDAY, DEC 3
9:30 TOPS

5:00 Soup Kitchen
THURSDAY, DEC 4
10:00 Bible Study

6:30 Scouts

7:30 Choir

FRIDAY, DEC 5

5:30 AA meeting

Ushers: Sharon Minick, Bill Hancock, Lynda Larson, Banks Babjak
Camera Operator: Val Gilcher
Video Coordinator: Erica Babjak
Worship Leader: Deb Anderson
Lectionary scriptures: Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122 (UM845), Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44
Sermon: Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor
Fellowship Host: Donna Carpenter-Bronson
Counters: Carl Englehart and Gay McPhee
Office Staff
Donna Carpenter-Bronson, 860-669-8396, 9-1 weekdays
Email: office@clintonctumc.org
Financial Secretary: Jackie Blomberg
Treasurer: Carol Bell
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