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7th Sunday of Easter
Ascension Sunday
May 17, 2026













WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

*Please stand in body, and/or spirit

Prelude

Welcome, Acknowledgements of first-time visitors and announcements

Words to Ponder 
The ascension of Christ forces us to contemplate powers of the Spirit that our minds cannot comprehend. But what the mind struggles to understand, the soul receives with joy.

Introit	       		    							       Chancel Choir					       		      					         		       
*Call to Worship (Responsively)
L: What a glorious vision!
P:  Jesus gave the glorious promise of an Advocate!
L:  Then he ascended to God!
P:  What joy there must have been in the hearts of the disciples.
L:  May God find such joy in our hearts and spirits!
P:  Prepare us, Lord, for the mighty works you place before us. AMEN.


*Opening Hymn  	         “Crown Him with Many Crowns”    		       No. 327      
        
Opening Prayer (Unison)
Lord of amazing visions, prepare our hearts and our spirits this day to receive your glad tidings of an Advocate. Help make us ready to be your disciples in all that we do, say, and think. For we ask this in the name of our beloved Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Prayer of Confession (Unison)
We have to confess, O Lord, that we are people who want to have everything proven for us. We hear the message in the scripture of Jesus’ ascension, and we smile smugly, not truly believing the vision. Forgive us for our arrogant doubts and attitudes of smugness. Help us remember that everything Jesus taught us was to prepare us to help build God’s realm here on earth. We are called to be people of faith, not of absolute proof, as we understand it. Let us place our trust in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Let us look with eyes of faith as he ascends to the Father. We pray in his Name, AMEN.

Brief moment of silent reflection


Words of Assurance
Although you have not stood on the mountaintop to see his ascension to God, yet believe in the love and power of Christ who taught you how to be faithful and joyful disciples. Rejoice, and believe in him who came that you may have abundant life. AMEN.

[bookmark: _Hlk195600767]1st Scripture Readings      				    Acts 1:1-14(New Testament)			             
[bookmark: _Hlk188266138]	Leader: This is the Word of God. 	
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem       		   							       Chancel Choir						       								                  
Children’s Moment        								Erica Babjak
 		
*2nd Scripture Reading 						      John 17:1-11(Gospel)				              
	Leader: This is the Word of God.
          People: Thanks be to God.

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Hymn                               “He is Exalted”					     No. 2070

 Sermon                       “Are We There Yet?”   			     Judith Loukides
	         					  	
 Offertory   

*Doxology 											    #95

*Prayer of Dedication (Unison)
O God, for your power and might, we praise you.
For your love and mercy, we thank you.
For giving us your Spirit and your every blessing, we honor you with our lives and gifts. Received from our hand the fruit of our industry, in ministry to a world in need of your glory. In the name of the one who ascended to heaven, that we might have fullness of life here on earth, we pray. Amen.


Sharing of Joys and Concerns




The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn 	                “I’ll Fly Away”			                No. 2282		
		 
Benediction/Going Forth							
Lift your eyes to the heavens.
We lift them to the one who ascended in glory.
Trust the power of God’s Holy Spirit.
We embrace the one who clothe us with power.
Go as witnesses of the risen Lord.
We celebrate the one who bring us eternal life.

*Response				“Bless Us Now”			         Frank Milnes
Bless us now as we depart, watch o’er us, God, while we’re apart; Give strength to conquer daily strain, and bring us to Thy house again. Amen.

Postlude

Flowers today are from the Hales in honor of Lydia Templeton’s 12th Birthday on the 21st.
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Worship Resources
Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Confession & Words of Assurance, Prayer of Dedication, Benediction
https://ministrymatters.com/2021-04-01_worship_connection_may_21_2023/







SUNDAY, MAY 17
 9:00    Sunday School
10:00   Worship
11:00   Fellowship/Trustee Meeting
TUESDAY, MAY 19
Clever Crafters 10-2pm
7:00    Bible Study Online
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
 9:30	TOPS
 5:00	Community Supper
 THURSDAY, MAY 21
10:00   Bible Study
 7:30    Choir
FRIDAY, MAY 22
5:30 AA meeting

This week we pray for… *those with impaired health: Joe and Amanda Andrejecsk, Alice Reale, Melissa Bouffard, Dottie Capece, Ron Dangona, Michael McKinnon, Chris Wilson, Kathy Schuyler, Bev Engelhart, Patty Holdridge, Tom Symmes, Barb Vincelette, Sue & Bob Morrison, Marilyn Gerard, Jeffrey Harding, Ginny Hauser, Mike Loukides, Lyle Cubberly, Bev Bowen and Pat Gengler.

May 17th
Ushers:  Sharon Minick, Bill Hancock, Lynda Larson, Banks Babjak
Camera Operator: Val Gilcher
Video Coordinator: Lisa Sutherland
Worship Leader: Sue Alexander
Lectionary scriptures: Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148 (UM861), Revelations 21:1-6, John 13:31-35
Sermon:  Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor
Fellowship Hosts: Babjak’s
Counters: Jackie Blomberg and Sally Maxwell
Music/Choir Director: Bob Hale
Organist: Patty Hurlburt

                   		Office Staff
Donna Carpenter-Bronson, 860-669-8396, 9-1 weekdays
Email:  office@clintonctumc.org
Financial Secretary: Jackie Blomberg/Treasurer: Carol Bell
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